
FABI IN A NUTSHELL
The Forestry and Agricultural Biotechnology Institute (FABI) at the University 
of Pretoria is a postgraduate training and research institute that was 
established in 1997, based on a recognition that the future of forestry and 
agriculture in South Africa will strongly depend on the incorporation of new 
and emerging technologies into these industries. Major opportunities for 
these industries have emerged in recent times, from the applications of 
biotechnology and information sciences to many others.
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technology through an interdisciplinary approach and with close 
linkage to a wide range of academic departments.

 Undertake research of the highest possible calibre, while at the 

and agricultural sectors of South Africa.

 Establish partnerships with industries linked to agriculture and 
forestry, both nationally and internationally.

 To produce new and improved products and services, thus to 
promote competitiveness in business.
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The association of FABI with the University of Pretoria, 
the largest residential University in South Africa, provides 
access to a wide range of human and technological 
resources. Talent from the Departments of Biochemistry 
Genetics and Microbiology, Chemistry, Computer 
Science, Plant and Soil Science, Physics, and Zoology and 

opportunity to build future resources in biotechnology 
and information technology which will be crucial to the 
future of forestry and agriculture in South Africa.

FABI, in every way, represents an amalgamation 
of a tremendous base of expertise in forestry 

and agriculture from different universities and 
research organisations in South Africa and other 

countries in the world, as well as partners in 
industry and government.
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